PRLSIDl.Vl ()! CIKOIU'.IA 

H.E. Barack Obama 

Pr«$ident of the United Stales of America 
The White "Mohjs* 
Wasbiugton O.C, 

November 30, 20 1 



Dear I'roident. 

On November 23, 20 If), id <'iii address to the Huropean Parfiameiu. 1 pledged thai 
(jeurgt;t will not use force either against Russian occupying I'orces or against their 
pni\ies ill the (icorgicm leiTiiorics wcupied by the Rus:;inn Fedcraiicnj. even though 
the UN Chaner empowers iis to do so. Cienrgia will only retain llic riglii to sclf- 
delense in rhc case oi' new military attacks against the Georgian government and 
people ot C»cv>rgja. 

With this letter, 1 vvoukl like to tbnnalizc this commitment. 'I"he US has a major stake 
in the pcaccliii resolution of the < Jeorgia-Russia conflict, due lo the core principles 
tor which the \ -S stands, and also as pan of the Geneva DisctLSsions. 

The Russian !-cderaiion continues lo illegally occupy 20 percent of Georgian 
lerritory, in blatiint violation of international taw and the August 12. 2008. ceasefire 
agreement sigiscd by Presidents ol Ru.<<sian Federation and Georgia, and brokered 
thanks to the mediation of l^resident Sarkozx, on behalf of the European Union. I !p to 
500.000 IDPs and refugees, victims of ethnic cleansing, remain unable lo return 
fiome. I'he Russian 1-ederaiion also systematically midcrmincs the (icne\a 
l.>isi:ussion>.- until now the only iorinai for dialogue supported by the international 
community. 

Despite these violations and despite the fact that the Georgian government alreadv 
c<>nsidcrs iiself bound by the August 12th cca-sefire agreement and ha-s aluavs 
considered thai this ceasefire prohibits die use of force, we unilaterally declare that 
we \vill seek rcuitification and de-occupation only through peaceful means, without 
recoiling to force. 

Our unilaiernl eonmiittnent to non-use of Inrce inuncdiaieb becomes our legal 
t>biigation under mtcmational law. 



Ru.s.sia should finally comply wilh ihc August 1 2' ' ceasefire agreement as %vell as 
lundamcmal prjjscipks of iiiternaiiojiol ia%v fHid withdraw its troops fnm the 
("icureiaii territory. 

In closijig. I vvouid lik<: to exieacJ my uinnist graiiiiide Tor the role that ihc FiUtcd 
StaiCfl i.s playing to pcacctuUy resolve ihc coiiflici. I uiso would like lo express my 
liopc ihat - with \uur assistance attd mediation Georgia and Russia w ill nimvagc to 
engage in productive higlt-lev'cl talks. The Georgian side is certainly prepared to do 



Sincere!) >OMr.s, 




Mikhcil Saakitshvifi 



